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A few words
from our President
L ight Up Rotary is our theme for this 
year and we hope to continue to ignite 
the fire and keep the spirit of Rotary 
alive through fellowship in service. We
have a very solid team in place to 
ensure that we follow through with our 
theme, moreover I would like to 
welcome our new board for 2014-2015.

This Rotaract year has truly been 
exciting thus far! We started the year by 
planning the initiatives that we would like 
to execute and successfully accomplish 
as a club. One of our main goals this 
year , is to streamline and focus our 
efforts on a few big projects that will 
have a larger impact in our community; 
namely, the Rotary Club of Toronto 
Youth Civic Leadership Awards & Youth 
Expo, the annual Vodka Tasting fund-
raiser and community service. Thus far, 
our members have formed committees 
which are responsible for chairing the 
projects as it is our goal to provide the 
opportunity to each of our members to 
be actively involved in our clubs initia-
tives.

Community services remains at the core 
of our club. This year, we have contin-
ued with our partnership with the Fort 
York Food Bank (FYFB) by volunteering 
and donating to their daily food program 
on a monthly basis. We have also 
extended the invite to the Rotary Club of 
Toronto to get their members involved 
with this partnership and to strengthen 
the relationship between our clubs. 

Our members continue to express 
interest and enthusiasm as they volun-
teer at the FYFB. A volunteer made the 
following comment regarding her 
experience at FYFB, “...honestly, I felt so 
in my element. I loved it. I was very 
happy by the end of it. The guys and 
girls I met were also super nice and fun 
which made the whole experience even 
better for me. I'd love to do more work 
with the homeless and the less fortu-
nate. I met some of the families that 
came in and they were so sweet. Hit 
home a bit for me for when we first 
came to Canada, so it felt really nice to 
give back” 
  –Victoria S., potential member

We also had members participate in 
Terry Fox Run at Wilket Creek park, 
Light the Night walk held by the Leuke-
mia and Lymphoma Society of Canada 
as well our annual Trick or Eat which 
was hugely successful this year as we 
donated the items collected to the 
FYFB.

Fellowship and networking is an import-
ant aspect of our club as we strive to 
foster working relationships and friend-
ships amongst our members. We held a 
number of socials including, a Disc 
(Frisbee) Golf on Toronto Island which 
was organized by two Rotarians from 
the Rotary Club of Toronto and we 
attended a Blue Jays games. Since the 
majority of our members are young 
professionals, networking is an integral 
part of planning. Earlier this year, under 

the leadership of our Professional 
Development Director, we held a speed 
networking event which was an amazing 
opportunity for our members to get to 
know each other in a fast pace setting 
and this was well received by our 
members.

Our club  alongside the Rotary Club  of 
Toronto was able to raise $10,448.50 at 
the Toronto Rib Fest, as we volunteered 
to collect toonies at the entrances over a 
four day holiday weekend. The funds 
received will be donated to both local 
and international charities and I would 
like to thank our members and guests 
that made this possible through the 
donation of their time. Planning is also 
on the way for our Annual Vodka Tasting 
Fundraiser which will be held on March 
13, 2015 at 8pm at The National Club, 
which is located at 303 Bay Street. We 
intend to raise $5,000 and donate the 
proceeds to Homes First which is a local 
charity that provide services and shelter 
to homeless individuals in our city. We 
are looking forward to working with 
Homes First and our member involve-
ment to make this event a huge 
success.

All in all, this year is off to a great start 
and we hope to keep the momentum 
going as we continue to grow and 
strengthen our family, remain involved in 
our community, raise awareness and 
make a difference in the lives of the 
individuals that we meet.

 - Neisely Eugene, President 2014- 2015
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Andrea Tirone
Co-Chair Interota 2014
Member, Rotaract Club 
of Toronto

Three years ago, fellow club 
members, Netila Demneri and 
Anthony Scolaro, decided to 
attend Interota 2011 in Hurgha-
da, Egypt, one of the longest 
running conferences for Rota-
ractors, completely hosted by 
Rotaractors.  Always guaran-
teed to be a great time, Netila 
and Anthony were persuaded by 
Andrea Tirone and Sean Yaphe 
(of District 7040) to help them 
put in a bid to host the confer-
ence for the first time in Canada 
in 2014.  After a week of cam-
paigning and forging new, 
long-lasting friendships, Canada 
successfully won the bid and 
Interota was coming home!   

It seems almost impossible to 
think that the conference has 
now come and gone – from 
beginning our planning in 2011 
to the next three years of con-
stant communication, promo-
tions around the world and 
finally welcoming all the 

delegates to Victoria College in 
Toronto – the Interota 2014 
experience was definitely a 
Rotaract milestone for many of 
us here in Toronto and Montreal!
From July 26th to August 1st, 
2014, over 200 Rotaractors, 
representing 38 different coun-
tries descended upon Toronto to 
participate in the 7-day long 
Rotaract Conference.  Dele-
gates had the opportunity to visit 
three of Canada’s best cities, 
including three days in Toronto, 
a day-trip to Niagara Falls and 
three days in Montreal.  Starting 
with a welcome BBQ and coun-
try presentations, the “Welcome 
Home” theme of the conference 
invited all delegates to bring a 
piece of their home to Toronto.  
From spectacular dancing, and 
soulful singing, to hilarious 
comedic interludes, delegates 
did a fantastic job bringing the 
global community to Canada 
and helped start off the interna-
tional conference on the best of 

notes!  Over the course of the 
week, delegates had the oppor-
tunity to hear from the current RI 
President, Gary Huang, current 
District Governors, Zone Direc-
tors, and inspiring topical speak-
ers who touched on intercultural 
communication, community 
service, conflict resolution, 
finding balance, putting Rotaract 
on your resume and exploring 
aboriginal culture in Canada.

Balance being the second major 
theme of the week, conference 
organizers made sure that the 
Interota program also included 
sessions ‘outside of the class-
room’.  In an effort to show 
delegates the best of what 
Toronto and Montreal have to 
offer, delegates enjoyed boat 
cruises, sky-high cocktails, 
cross-country train rides and 
more, including an outdoor 
clean-up project at the base of 
Mont Royal and a morning of 
physical activity 

including yoga, meditation and a 
jog.
To complete the circle of the 
past three years, the final day of 
the conference offered five 
bidding teams the opportunity to 
convince everyong that Interota 
2017 should come home with 
them.  The bidding teams, 
including: Australia, Taiwan, 
Costa Rica, India, and Ger-
many/Netherlands, gave us all a 
difficult choice to make, but in 
the end Taiwan was the clear 
winner!

In the spirit of celebration and 
well-wishes to the Interota 2017 
team, we closed the week with 
an evening gala at the Delta 
Montreal hotel.  Former Chair of 
the Polio Plus Committee, Dr. 
Bob Scott spoke to us about 
Pax Polio, and the need to give 
that final push towards ending 
Polio now.  Entertainers Meiling 
Fong and Eric Speed, the 
world’s fastest electric violinist, 

performed throughout the 
evening, which ended with 
dancing into the wee hours of 
the night. 

Even though Interota has 
finished and the delegates have 
all gone home, the conference 
successfully created a commu-
nity of Rotaractors, some who 
were acquainted beforehand, 
but many others who were not, 
who continue to communicate, 
collaborate and share their 
stories with one another.  The 
Interota 2014 team is very 
appreciative to the immeasur-
able support and guidance 
given by Rotary clubs in 
Districts 7070 and 7040 and 
also to the Rotaractors in both 
districts who offered their time 
and efforts to help make the 
week a success.

If you did not have the opportu-
nity to attend Interota this year, 
you may want to consider the 

upcoming Rotaract 
Preconvention in Sao Paolo, 
Brazil or even Interota 2017 – 
though you still have three years 
to wait on that one!  Meeting 
international Rotaractors 
provides a truly wonderful and 
different perspective to your 
experience in Rotaract – we are 
positive that Interota 2014 
succeeded in its goal to provide 
that opportunity and was a 
wonderful week for all!

Photos credit: ChriLee Photography
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Graham Shular
Director, 
Club Service

Rotaract is a thriving organization. You can find 
a Rotaract Club pretty much anywhere in the 
world where there is also a Rotary Club. Rota-
ractors have also been able to organize them-
selves incredibly well. “Rotaract Round Trips” 
exist in most parts of the world, and give young 
people many different opportunities to travel, 
visit, and get to know Rotaractors from different 
countries. I believe that these opportunities help 
to ignite the spirit of Rotary in young people 
because they invite Rotaractors to share in the 
worldwide celebration of doing service and to 
develop as global citizens eager to help others, 
and each other. Interota is the apex of these 
global celebrations. Interota Toronto-Montreal 
invited over 200 delegates from dozens of 
countries to gather here in Canada for a week-
long conference, which highlighted many things 
including service projects, professionalism and 
club management, and VIP guest speakers. 
Interota 2014 was a spectacular event, and 
successfully showcased the best of our local 
Rotaract talent to the world. 
 The international conference began in 
Ontario’s capital city, Toronto, at the University of 
Toronto’s Victoria College. After a splendid 
barbeque, country presentations, and welcomes 
from Interota co-chairs Sean (RI 7040) and 
Andrea (RI 7080), we found comfortable lodg-
ings in the dormitory styled residence at the 
University. The Toronto leg of the experience 
had many different highlights. We were in the 
city for just two full days, yet we still managed to 
experience many things! My two favourite 
highlights from Toronto were getting to hear from 
different Rotaractors from different regions of the 
world explain how they conduct service in their 
communities. It was fascinating listening to the 
different strategies 

used by Rotaract Clubs from different 
parts of the world (shout out to Annie 
Chu – RI 7080 for organizing this 
edition of Annie’s Corner!). I also 
really enjoyed getting to know many of 
our visitors better while on the Toronto 
Harbour Boat Cruise. The food was 
great, the music was great, and I think 
I saw RI President Gary dancing!
 Our second leg of the trip was 
to one of Canada’s most impressive 
natural wonders: Niagara Falls. The 
impressive spectacle delighted every-
one (even those from Ontario who 
have visited the Falls numerous times 
before). It felt really amazing to go 
behind the Falls to experience the 
power of the falling water from the 
unique perspective behind the water-
fall. Visiting Niagara Falls was 
definitely a highlight of Interota, but 
the true joy was being able to experi-
ence them with so many visitors who 
had never seen them before.  
 Alas, the time had come for us 
to depart Canada’s largest city. We 
boarded early morning VIA Rail cars 
and travelled to Montreal. Of course, it 
wouldn’t have been a proper Toronto 
experience if our guests had not 
experienced Toronto’s infamous rush 
hour (Zain and I almost missed our 
train)! The train ride provided many of 
us with wonderful glimpses of Ontario 
and Quebec’s vast farmland and 
mature woodlots. 
 While in Montreal we had the 
wonderful opportunity to help clean 
the city up during an outing to Parc 
Jeanne-Mance. Many of us climbed 
up Mont-Royal afterwards, and took in 
the wonderful sights of downtown 
Montréal from the many nature trails 
in the park. We had many other 
important presentations in Montreal, 

including the bidding presentation and 
voting for Interota 2017 (congratula-
tions, Taiwan!), professional develop-
ment seminars (including conflict 
resolution and communication), and 
time to explore the historic old-town of 
Montreal. 
A highlight of the Montreal leg of 
Interota was the opportunity to listen 
to Dr. Bob Scott, the Chair of the 
Rotary International Polio Plus com-
mittee. His inspiring presentation 
humanized the very dangerous, but 
necessary struggle to provide polio 
vaccines to every child in parts of the 
world where polio still threatens 
human health. I always knew that 
Rotary International was doing its best 
to eradicate polio, but I never really 
considered just how complex – and 
urgent – the last 1% of the job is. I 
know I’ll be doing my best to help 
eradicate polio in the coming years. 
 I want to take this opportunity 
to thank Andrea Tirone, Sean Yaphe 
and the entire Interota 2014 team (you 
know who you are) for organizing a 
spectacular conference. Special 
thanks goes also to the Rotary Clubs 
who helped to orchestrate as much as 
they could as well. What a wonderful 
team of service to be a part of. A final 
thank-you goes to RI President Gary 
Huang. It was truly inspirational to 
have our RI President give us all the 
inspiration we need to “Light Up 
Rotary” every day. I look forward to 
seeing you all before Interota 2017 – 
when ‘InteroTaipei’ will be held in 
Taipei, Taiwan. In the meantime, we 
from the Rotaract Club of Toronto 
miss you all very much! Let’s continue 
to Light Up Rotary in all that we do 
through Rotaract!



Community
Service
Update 

Fort York Food Bank
Toronto Rib Fest

Weekend To End Womens’ Cancers

Service Above Self

The Rotaract Club of Toronto has had a 
busy start to the year with our commu-
nity service initiatives. We continue to 
partner with and volunteer at the Fort 
York Food Bank (FYFB) on the last 
Saturday of every month to help 
prepare and serve meals within the 
community.  During the summer, FYFB 
uses organic produce grown by FYFB 
volunteers at their community garden 
at Scadding Court.  The Food Program 
at FYFB also provides a three-day 
supply of groceries, consistent with the 
Canada Food Guide, to low income 
individuals and families within the 
Toronto community.  Each Saturday 
over 100 meals are served.  The most 
rewarding part of helping out is seeing 
the smiles and satisfaction of the 
people enjoying the hearty meals. 
FYFB ensures that everyone is treated 
with the same respect and dignity.
This is a great way to give back to the 
community and see the instant impact!

The Rotaract Club volunteers in 2 
shifts on the last Saturday of each 
month: Morning shift to help prepare 
meals from 8:30am - 12pm
Afternoon shift to help serve and 
clean-up from 11:30 - 2pm
Club members also participated in the 
Shopper’s Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancer in September. On 
September 6, Rotaractors helped out 
as volunteers with The Weekend to 
End Women's Cancers.  We helped set 
up hundreds of tents on the floor of the 
Rogers Centre for all the walkers who 
would be arriving and sleeping over 
that night. 3,100 walkers helped raise 
over $7.7 million for the Princess 
Margaret Cancer Centre as the 12th 
annual walk commenced Saturday 
morning in Toronto. In 12 years, The 
Toronto Weekend has raised over $148 
million for the Princess Margaret 
Cancer Centre. The annual two-day, 60 
km walk through Toronto brings togeth-

er communities of survivors and their 
supporters who spend months fund-
raising and training in order to partici-
pate.

We have tons of great activities 
planned in October and November, 
including: Homeless Connect Toronto - 
Ride for Refuge, Light the Night in 
support of the Leukemia and Lympho-
ma Society of Canada, our annual 
Halloween Trick or Eat to support 
FYFB, Homeless Connect Toronto 
Event, and Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Toronto.
 
If you have any ideas for our next 
community service project send an 
email to our Community Service 
Director Fatima.  

Fatima Ahmed
Director, 
Community Service



Energy Conservation

Project Management
Public Relations

Software Development

Economic Developemt
Banking

Networking At
High Speeds
The Rotaract Club of Toronto's first September meeting 
kicked off with high-speed energy!

As part of the Club's Professional Development program-
ming, the meeting revolved around an exciting speed 
networking activity.

About 30 members and guests participated, including high 
profile guests such as current Rotary Club of Toronto 
President Steve Smith and Past President Neil Phillips.

Two lines of people stood facing each other, drinks in hand, 
and after only one minute of conversation, they would shift 
one spot to the left and greet the next person in line.

The room was loud and full of energy!  It was clear that 
everyone was highly engaged.

After the activity was over, one participant said that it was 
the best meeting they had ever experienced in over two 
years with the Club.

Another guest expressed his amazement with how 
effectively everyone was able to communicate their
 'elevator speeches' as the activity progressed.

Rotaract members are looking forward to many more 
exciting Professional Development activities and events 
over the coming year, especially those involving Rotarians!

Interested in working on events like this one ?
Join the Professional Development committee
headed by Eric Muller.

Eric Muller
Director, 
Professional Development

...These are jus a few of the industries represented in our club



Becoming a member 
in The Rotaract 
Club of Toronto
Attend 4 out of 6 meetings in 3 months

Volunteer at 2 events or join a committee like 
Professional Development or Community Service

We added five new
members from 
July - October!

Kallan Lyons
Kallan Lyons first joined Rotaract at Queen's University in 2006.  Since graduating with a 
degree in Global Development Studies she has worked in the non profit sector, specializing in 
both communications and community development. Kallan joined the Rotaract Club of Toronto 
after returning from Ghana, where she spent six months working as a media trainer at the 
African University College of Communications in Accra. 

Michael Samuels
My interest in Rotaract started when I was at York University. I volunteered for the Rotaract 
club there for the Rotary Youth Impact Awards and the Aids Poker Walk events. When I gradu-
ated I was still interested in helping the community. Last year I volunteered for the polio scav-
enger hunt fundraiser for Rotaract Toronto. That was my first event for Rotaract Toronto. From 
last year to now,  I have volunteered for the Halloween Trick or Eat, Wing Fest, Etobicoke Rib 
Fest and the Fort York Food Bank. This year I am a member of the Youth Civic Leadership 
Awards Committee.

Caitlin Masney
I found out about the club via a friend who was part of the Mississauga club.I'm Canadian but 
have lived in a few different countries, most recently in Chicago, IL, where I did my undergrad 
in economics. I work at Ernst & Young in Toronto. In my free time I enjoy hanging out with 
friends, working out with my triathlon team, and watching sports either live or on TV.

Krunal Patel
I was born in a small town of Navsari in western India, my family & I moved to Toronto in 1998 
and have very much enjoyed living in this great city! I’m currently a partner & a Sr. Manager at 
Controls System engineering (CSE). I graduated from the University of Toronto with a degree 
in Electrical Engineering and soon after joined Control System Innovators (CSI) where I 
initiated global projects in controls, automation, green-energy and electrical design. After a 
few years, I helped launch the company’s new Toronto branch, CSE, where I currently work. 
I’m very passionate about finding quality solutions through my profession & also via my 
extracurricular activities and I hope to truly contribute towards improving my community and 
the world through the Rotaract club.

Also inducted: Daniel Dimacali



.... in case you missed it: Our proceeds from Rib Fest 2014:

Over Canada Day weekend 2014, 23 Rotaractors, friends 
and family members worked over 100 hours collecting 
toonies from patrons entering the Rib Fest. 

$10,448.50


